
 

1 

Corruption, not targeted sanctions Mr. 

Masimirembwa  

Zimbabwe Mining Development Corpo-

ration Chairman Godwills Masimiremb-

wa recently said in an interview with 

the Cable News Network (CNN) that 

Zimbabwe’s earnings from diamond 

sales will double if the European Union 

removes targeted sanctions. He further 

said: “The impact of sanctions is so 

devastating. They impact negatively on 

the economy and pricing of our dia-

monds and should be removed.” 

Masimirembwa, who presides over a 

parastatal riddled with corruption and 

mismanagement, should not blame tar-

geted sanctions for the failure to realize 

higher revenues but should place the 

blame on the continued misappropria-

tion of resources and lack of transpar-

ency and accountability in the resource 

extraction industry.   

 

In 2011, Finance Minister Tendai Biti re-

ported that his ministry only received 

$122-million in revenues last year de-

spite the country producing $334-

million worth of diamonds in Chiadzwa. 

Despite the fact that Masimirembwa 

blames the EU and targeted sanctions 

for the failure to realize maximum prof-

its, the extractive industry lacks ade-

quate transparency and accountability. 

Last year, the Masimirembwa chaired 

ZMDC was tarnished by allegations of 

corruption, misappropriation of re-

sources and flouting of tender proce-

dures leading to the suspension without 

pay or benefits of the parastatal’s Chief 

Executive Officer, Dominic Mubayiwa 

and four senior officials on 16 counts of 

corruption involving millions of dollars. 

During the same year in January, 

Masimirembwa, who was deregistered 

as a lawyer after he squandered clients’ 

finances, was accused of mishandling 

diamond related funds.   

 

The ZMDC Chairperson, who presided 

over the 2007 price blitz which led to 

acute food shortages in the country and 

is a known Zanu Pf functionary, is 

among a number of politicians and eco-

nomic elites who are misappropriating 

the diamond revenues.  In his annual 

budget report of November 2011, Minis-

ter Biti raised alarm over the continued 

failure by Zanu-PF ministers to properly 

account for the diamond revenues. The 

Zimbabwe Independent of March 16- 22 

reported that ministers who include 

Savior Kasukuwere and Didymus Mu-

tasa are protecting underworld Russian 

and Israeli diamond dealers and benefit-

ting from shady deals.  

 

Local Civil Society organizations which 

visited Marange diamond fields last 

week called for transparency and ac-
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countability in the extractive industry in order to improve the inflow of diamond 

revenues. International non-governmental organizations which monitor the global 

diamond industry are voicing concern that tens of millions of dollars in profits from 

the Marange diamond fields are diverted to fuel President Robert Mugabe’s cam-

paign during national elections which ZANU-PF says must be held in 2012.  

 

Operations in Marange must be closely monitored to ensure revenues are fully ac-

counted for while water-tight laws should be put in place to ensure that proceeds 

benefit every Zimbabwean as opposed to benefiting a few individuals. It is clear 

that Zimbabwe's diamond revenue is wasted on corruption and being abused by 

Zanu PF and the military top brass instead of benefitting the people of Zimbabwe. 

The resources from diamond mining should be channeled to the development of 

the country particularly in the social service sector.  
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ZANU PF is afraid….of the power of New Media 

Media reforms in Zimbabwe have been a 

key issue as they are one of the de-

mands made by civil society organisa-

tions in Zimbabwe ahead of the holding 

of free and fair elections in the country. 

However, ZANU PF, because of its seri-

ous phobia for change and the growing 

realisation that the media is an agenda 

setter, has shown remained steadfast in 

adamant to media reforms. In light of 

this, Zimbabweans have sought alter-

nate means of communication to enable 

them to reach out and have their voices 

heard resulting in the rise of the new 

media.  

 

Social sites have now become the new 

source of accurate and up to date news 

despite the setback, in 2011, when 

ZANU PF showed its fear of new media 

by arresting Vikas Mavhudzi for posting 

a comment on Facebook in reference to 

how the Egyptian revolution has ignited 

fear in dictators worldwide. Facebook is 

currently the most accessed site by 

Zimbabweans, with over 900 000 users 

reported in October 2011. However, out 

of fear of the rising power of the new 

media, ZANU PF has used both human 

and financial resources to increase  

cyber- policing.  

 

On 25 January 25 2011, the world for 
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the first time witnessed a revolution 

that leveraged the power of social net-

working tools in the Egypt. One face-

book page, “We are all Khalid Saed” 

attracted 80 000 participants posting 

logistics on the mass demonstration. 

To ZANU PF’s detriment, the Egyptian 

revolution is indeed a case to follow as 

it has given rise to citizen journalism 

which is now internationally recog-

nised as a credible news source. Zim-

babweans can also take the same initi-

ative to organise peaceful demonstra-

tions that call on Mugabe to loosen his 

grip on the country and thus put an 

end to violence and other human 

rights violations that plague the peo-

ple. 

 

Twitter, with its ability to send instant 

message blasts that can easily reach 

millions, can be of great use to Zimba-

bweans whose freedom of assembly 

has been compromised by the repres-

sive Public Order and Security Act 

(POSA). In Egypt, even the shutdown 

of internet could not stop the revolu-

tion as people still thronged the 

streets and sent out text messages to 

encourage more people to join the 

demonstrations.  
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As the talk of elections intensifies, Zimbabweans need to make use of every 

available platform to reach out to the world and report what is happening around 

them. They need to popularise peace initiatives and to mobilise themselves for 

action in the event that another post 29 March 2008 scenario where the Mugabe 

regime reversed the will of the people emerges.  

 

It is a fact that the traditional means of news coverage particularly the public me-

dia have been plagued by ZANU PF’s political self-interest and propaganda mak-

ing them shamefully unreliable and therefore ignored by Zimbabweans and the 

international community. The public media have also ceased being the people’s 

media, becoming a ZANU PF propaganda factory. The Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC), after being denied access to the public media set up twitter and 

facebook accounts to reach out to its supporters. 

 

Zanu Pf’s fear emanates from the fact that Zimbabweans, through the social me-

dia, have developed a voice to speak against oppression and to demand their 

rights. The world wide web is difficult to control and to regulate. In addition to in-

ternet technology, great strides have been taken in mobile phone technology over 

the years with the Post and Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (POTRAZ) 

reporting over 9,037 million active mobile lines in Zimbabwe at the end of 2011, 

the power of a single txt message cannot be disputed. 
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